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Region 4: Southeast
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[PANSWMAR ISP Ciick here to view a printable version of the Economics of Recyling in the Southeast: Understanding the Whole Picture (POF) (11 pp, 524K, About PDF) fact sheet.
Program

T What if your state had an additional $60 millon in tax revenue? What if you could add s| U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY ) o
== state's economy? What if you had 37,440 more jobs? What would you do to get this ext} Region 4: Southeast when beginning a new program:
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The recyeling industry in South Carolina has grown from 26,537 employees in 1995, to a|
employed in 2005 with $6.5 billon in economic impact. This contributied $69 millon in st Sacantaddiions | Conactus  Search: © Al EPA © This area &5)
is estimated to grow by 12% in the next five yearsl 1ro You ara hare: £02 Homa » Rsgiond »

You have heard it all before: recycling reduces energy consumption, decreases polution
eans) kot . s b/ Toolkit Home
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The Municipal Government Toolkit (MGTK) was designed to provide the information and resources necessary for state and local governments to make successful

— — Tearing programs 2 realty. The MOTK 4 compiston f 2t shects, cate sudies, 1ecycn reporte, and ks o anlne tls Smed ot oG You Improve your
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Program Southeast, the Toolkit provides the tools you need to address the issues municipal governments face when it comes to recycling.

28| Economics & Check out the following for information to help your community on its way to efficient recycling
The Eeonomic Injjr R -

Municipal Government Toolkit for Recycling
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Compariive industis. The oppertunis are itarlly it our hands. S
Program

ram: So you have heard about the impact of recycling and the difference it can make in your community, but have you started

Cimate Change & vet? Whether you wear many hats and need assistance with getting your program off the ground, or you simply do not know where to start, tis section residential and commercial recycling would be the answer. Although commercial
Commurnity leaders are beginning to see recycling ot just 35 3 public works operation, WS will provide six key considerations to help you get started. Sovernment operated vendor, hose wang e ciy's arie service MU aito recycle
and Gty employees alike now recognize that recycing is: « cycling a reality and curbside pickup began in March 2007.
] Improving Your Recydling Program: There is always room for especially when it comes to recycling. But, what does it take to send your =5 53, ol e e el Bk criE
reating Jobs—Small investments in recycling collection can produce real bener RIS AE T recyding program to the next level? Checkout these eight key points to consider and see what steps you can take to see positive results in your (e coptainers ssued by the ciy. A recyeling guie wes exbossed it the top o the
vast array of businesses that support the recyciing industry, and the manufactuiiC el community. ret mcvﬂﬂf‘ﬂpﬂvﬁ oo v ¥ cart The o sho implomasiass
Recyciing Hot Topics. Economics and Recydling: Recycling has benefited the entire Southeast by providing jobs paying higher than average, increasing tax revenue, and veling easy
0 9 Money B diverting recydable matarials rom the landi, immediate ecofj O boosting local and state economies. This site explains the conomic banefts of recycling in the Southeast and provides case studies of communities that oo e f Gt ¥ cuomers arm oo o pibea sk,
recvdavle materas S TEETED make recyciing 3 prioriy. o o het garage containar I order to v trath colleced,resdents U place

Climate Change and Recyciing: The dimate change debate is a concern for many communities and their leaders. However, many leaders do not know papeil i citomcrfaliood wielecyeiabic et el m;vch"g container Lo
how they can help mitigate cimate change without making their lives difficut. This site focuses on how recycling and source reduction offers an effective, [ovcing, bus uses the revenus from recycing & help offset the o

e ey D st s o v

, meaning the number of tons recycled versus the number of tons disposed s waste,

Retaining Local Employers—8y collecting recyclable commodities, industries th
cparations.

Community Development and Recycling: Communities focused on smart growth are turning more and more to the use of recycled products in their
buildings and roads. Recycling activities have also become opportunities for communities to raise funds for community projects. This section focuses on
fostering sustainable growing communities through comprehensive and efficient recycling programs. It also addresses common recyding myths that
often serve as barriers to increased participation in community recydling programs.

Recycling Hot Topics: Find out more about current hot topics affecting the southeastern states.

Generating Tax Revenue—Support of a vibrant recycling industry in the Southe:
further improve communities.
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Drilling for O1l
CO, 1s produced during the

material collection process. /

Bottle Manufacturing o
US. Annual PET Bottle Usage

Generated: 2.54 million tons

Recycled:  0.59 million tons (23.1%) o

Disposed: 1.95 million tons 4

Sources

1 EPA's Solid Waste Management and Greenhouse
Gases: A Life-Cycle Assessmentof Emissions and
Sinks (3rdEdition)

2 EPA's Solid Waste Management and Greenhouse Gases:
A Life-Cycle Assessment of Emissions and Sinks (3rd
Edition) and Curbside Value Partnership

3 EPA Durable Goods Calculator, 2008

4 Sara Hartwell, EPA HQ, 2007
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U Life Cycle of a

WP PET (#1) Plastic Bottle

Dispiosal Incineration Bottles are Incinerated

CO, and N,O are created during
the combustion process. /

B =

Bottles are Landfilled
_.__‘9 Region 4 states disposed of over
= et $300,000,000 worth of recyclable PET
T.andfill bottles last year. Landfills create CH,. 2

\ﬁ Bottles are Recycled

“ At the current tcc_vcli_ng rate, PET bottle

8 recycling results in an energy savings
equivalent to that consumed by 165,000
U.S. houscholds each vear. 4

Recycled Bottles Can
bbb Bccome Recyclable Carpet

If a 2000 sq. foot home was to recycle its carpet,
”i it would reduce GHG production equal to

removing 4.1 cars from the road for one vear. 3

Increased Recycling Leads
to Cleaner Air

If the national PET bottle recycling rate increased
by 25% we would avoid the GHG emissions
equivalent to 131 million gallons of gasoline. 4

9

Climate Change
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MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT TOOLKIT FOR RECYCLING

http://www.epa.gov/region4/recycle
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U.5. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Region 4: Southeast

Serving Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and 6 Tribes

Recent Additions | Contact Us Search: © All EPA < This Area | G°|
You are here: EPA Home * Region 4 * Recyding

Municipal Government Toolkit for Recycling fﬂd‘ﬁ"é‘é‘n

The Municipal Government Toolkit (MGTK) was designed to provide the information and resources necessary for state and
local governments to make successful recycling programs a reality. The MGTK is a compilation of fact sheets, case studies,
recycling reports, and links to online tools aimed at helping you improve your community recycling program. Whether you
need help with the basics of starting a recycling program, or want to know more about the role of recycling in the Southeast,
the Toolkit provides the tools you need to address the issues municipal governments face when it comes to recycling.

Check out the following for information to help your community on its way to efficient recycling:

Starting a Recycling Program: 5o you have heard about the impact of recycling and the difference it can make in
your community, but have you started yet? Whether you wear many hats and need assistance with getting your
program off the ground, or you simply do not know where to start, this section will provide six key considerations to
help you get started.

Improving Your Recycling Program: There is always room for improvement, especially when it comes to recycling.
But, what does it take to send your recycling program to the next level? Checkout these eight key points to consider
and see what steps you can take to see positive results in your community.

Economics and Recycling: Recycling has benefited the entire Southeast by providing jobs paying higher than
average, increasing tax revenue, and boosting local and state economies. This site explains the economic benefits
of recycling in the Southeast and provides case studies of communities that make recycling a priority.

Climate Change and Recycling: The climate change debate is a concern for many communities and their leaders.
However, many leaders do not know how they can help mitigate climate change without making their lives difficult.
This site focuses on how recycling and source reduction offers an effective, yet simple way to reduce the effects of
climate change.

Community Development and Recycling: Communities focused on smart growth are turning more and more to the
use of recycled products in their buildings and roads. Recycling activities have also become opportunities for
communities to raise funds for community projects. This section focuses on fostering sustainable growing
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U.5, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region 4: Southeast
Serving Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and 6 Tribes

Recent Additions | Contact Us Search: © All EPA < This Area | G°|
You are here: EPA Home * Region 4 * Recyding * Munidpal Government Toolkit

Toolkit Home

Basic Information

EATHEAN Starting a Recycling Program iﬁé“ﬁ”é‘é’n

Starting a

Recycling

Program Establishing a community recycling program is a wise investment in the local and regional economy, a strong commitment to
reducing energy needs, and an effective way of preserving our environment. Even with the best intentions, getting started

Improving a
- - can be daunting. This collection of materials is meant to help communities establish a strong, vibrant collection program.

Recycling
Program
Economics & . . . . . . .
Recycling Click on the links below to explore six key considerations when beginning a new

Climate Change [L3did* LCLLLE

& Recycling . .
1. Kev Elements to Establish First

Community C 3 3
ase studies provide

Develo_[:ment& 2. Develop & Write a Strong Contract P

Recycling real-world examples of

OOV LIS 3. Establish Contact with Recycling Markets how other recycling

Topics

Frequent
Questions

4. Identify Collection Techniques

5. Build Community Support

programs have tackled
challenges faced by
many communities

starting a new recycling
program

6. Build Support from Elected officials
Six key elements are

discussed to help you

Start a SUCCGSSfU' Did you know that Griffin, Georgia, is the only city in Georgia that requires residential
rec C"n rogram recycling? Under the leadership of Solid Waste Director Kevin Barkley, the city developed the
y g p g framework for their first curbside recycling service in 2007. Initially, Griffin residents could only

Case Study: City of Griffin - A Glimpse at Starting From Scratch

‘ =
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4: Identify Collection Techniques

The Mississippi Guide to Community Recycling ProgramsExroisc=imer] provides some helpful guidelines to collection. They
suggest, "Communities that are looking at establishing a curbside recycling program will need to provide at the very

ini 3-gallon plastic bin for each household to collect recyclables. Communities that are looking at establishing
Each key tOpiC cling program will need to look at some type of trailer or similar drop-off collection system. The general

. . . s to have one drop-off location per every 3,000 to 3,500 people. Participation is the key to any of these
discussion provides a

thorough explanation of
considerations that will hods can make or break your program. Running an efficient program is essential to producing the results
1en developing your program, keep the following in mind:

help a startup program

be more successful e Space: Will you be maximizing space for collecting recyclables? If you are providing drop-off centers, do
youTave pick-up services planned according to the needs of the facility? If you are providing curbside services, will
your trucks be running at full capacity? If there will be excess space in the transport truck, you might consider
filling your routes with service to downtown businesses to make the most of the space. Consider adding other
commodities to your recycling program. Since the route and manpower costs stay the same, adding a new
commodity to your list of recyclables can improve your program efficiency.

* Automate Collection: If possible, consider an automated, commingled collection over a curb sort program. EPA’s
collection efficiency fact sheet may be helpful in planning how to automate your program.

* Consider Larger Bins or Roll Carts: When considering curbside containers, keep in mind that many communities
find that larger carts are a better option. Automated recycling collection using large recycling bins or roll carts
(often in the 60-95 gallon range) helps to keep participation rates high in two ways:

1. Full size containers supply enough storage space for the recyclable materials. Many families recycle until their
bin is full and then the overflow ends up in the trash.

2. By supplying containers that match the size of waste collection containers, communities are expressing that
recycling is as important as trash collection.

* Recycle On the Go: Many communities find success when planning for away from home recycling. Recycle on the
Go is an EPA initiative to encourage recycling in public places such as parks, stadiums, convention centers, airports
and other transportation hubs, shopping centers, and at special events.

Case Study: 95-gallon Wheeled Carts

MNearly four years after the transition of their curbside program from 18-gallon recycling bins to
95-gallon carts, the city of Norfolk, Virginia, experienced a jump in participation from 25% in
2004 to 56% in January 2007. Nicknamed "The Big Easy,” the service features collection of
recyclables in blue, 95-gallon rolling carts that resemble the City's refuse containers. The rolling
carts are collected every other week by a public service authority using new automated trucks on
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Eight key elements are
discussed to help you
Improve an existing
recycling program

Case studies provide

real-world examples

for comparison with
your program
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Links to key resources
for each topic are
provided so you don't
have to search for key
information




Climate change
module includes a link
to fact sheet on the
climate change
benefits of recycling

'




Links to key climate
change resources
are provided like
EPA’s Recycled
Content Tool

\
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Comprehensive links

and resources pages

are provided for each

of the three recycling
topics




Links to key
economic
resources such as
EPA’s Recycling
Markets website
are provided







Several key topics
on the community
development
benefits of recycling
are discussed







New topics will be
added to this
section as the hot
topics in recycling
change over time
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Detailed answers to
frequently asked
guestions are provided

on recycling and
/ economics, climate
change, and community

development
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Detailed answers to
frequently asked
guestions are provided

on recycling and
/ economics, climate
change, and community

development




